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American A podo, 
No. 7imanePart .—-Vor. F. 
Containing Effays, Moral, Political and Poétical, and the daily Oc- 
currences in the Natural, Civil and Commercial World. 
———— 


Obfervations on, he Western Territory and the INDIAN WAR; ina 
| Serses of letters toa friend. . 


LETTER Wit. 











Dear Sia, ° 

aca late ptiblication of the Secretary of the War Department, pro- 

feifes to give an account of the caufes of the prefent war, afd as it 
comes from authority, it deferves to be treated with refpe& ; but you will 
allow me to°life the freedom of an American Citizen in remarking on fome 
parts of it; and perhaps what I originally intended to fay to you on the 
fubje&t, may he conveyed on thé ferm of remarks iri this produ€tion as 
well as in any form whatever. 

After mentioning the treaties held with the Indians in the years 1784, 
1785 and +786, the Secretary tells us, that * certain tarbuleyit and ma- 
tignant characters, refiding among fome of the ‘northerh and weftern 
tribes, excited complaints and unéatinefs erainjt thofe treaties.” ~ Th a fub- 
fefuent paragraph he fays, that “the government of the United States 
ha@ béen careful ancdatrentivé to obviate the diffatisfattion whick had beer 
éxbited, and to eftablifh its claim to the Iands relinquifhed, on the prin- 
ciple of equttabie purchafe,” and this purchafe was made with 26,000 dol- 
lars, Afterward he fays, “ it does not appéat that the prefent war has 
been oceafioned by any difpute relatively to the boundaries eftablifhed by 
the faid treaties.” On thofe paffages I would remark, ; 

t. That I have no doubt the Congrefs arid their commifiencts, who 
framed thofe treaties, a€ted honorably and uprightly according to their 
ideas of propriety. : 

2./ Phere are certain difficulties attending purshafes made of the Ind- 
tansy ‘Which have frequently occurred on other fimilar oceafions ; fucht 
as thefe, ‘To know when a tribe is fully and fairly reprefented at a treaty. 
Whether that tribe has an exclufive right to the tra& of country whicl 
they aflume to cede. ‘To make an adequaté compenfation for the land 
putchafed, and to know whether that compenfation be equitably divid: 
ded among thofe who havea fight to it. Whether any of thefe diffiicul- 
ties exift in regard to thefe treaties, may be a proper fubje& of inqtiry. 

But 3. Suppofing none of them to cxift, yet there is one principle on 
which thefe treaties were ctounded, on out part, which may, with the 
greateft probability, be fuppefed to have “excited diffatisfattion” among 
the Indians, and which no purchafe money may have been able to re- 
move, ‘This principle is that of sovergetcnty. If you will look inte 
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the treatics of Stanwix, M’Jutofh and Miami, you will {ce the prominent 
features of it. | C2 

In that of 1784, with the Six Nations, the word itfelf does not a@tual- 
ly appear, but you will find the language to be “ The Unitéd States give 
peace, to the Six Nations and receive them into their proteétion.” In that 
of 6785, with the Wiandots, &c. the language rifes alittle higher ; “The 
Indians acknowledge themfelves and their tribes to be under the proteftion 
oftthe United States, and of no other Sovenzicn whatfoever.” In the 
next treaty, made in 1786, with the Shawanefe, the language rifes into 
the fuperlative degree, they “ acknowledge the United States to be the 
fole and abfolute Sovene ves of all the territory ceded to them by 4 treaty 
of péace-made betwéen them and the king 6f Great Britain.” ~~ 

In conformity to this idea, the lands beyond a certain boundary are 
faid to be * allotted tothe-Indians for hunting sround,”,and certain traéts 
within the faid hunting ground are, “ referved. to the United States,” for 
forts and trading places ; and the Indians are made to “relinquifh all ti- 
tle or «pretence of title,” td the lands en this fide of the boundary. 

From the languagé-ufed in-thefe treaties, docs it not appear, that the 
commiftioners.of the United States fuppofed themfelves to-reprefent the 
fole and abfolute Sovrretens, of the whole territory comprehended be- 
tween the Atlantic, the Miffifippi and the Lakes; that when they gave 
peacc to the Indians, they had a right to rcferve what lands they. pleafed 
to themfelyes, and aé/ot what lands they pleafed to the Indians. ? ’ 

Now, however fond we may be of the idea of Soversicnty ever the 
tribes, and eyer the lands of the Indians, and however jufl a title to it 
we may fuppofe is derived to us from the treaty of peace made with the 
king of Great Britain, yet we muft remember that the Indians.themfelves 
treat this idea with contempt; and confider themfelvcs as alfolute propri- 
ctors of the country, and 2s an independent peeple ; and if abfolute pro- 

riety and independence are met the foul and effence of fovercignty, I 
pad not what is. Thefe nations which have not entered into fuch 
treaties with us muft, according to their own idvas of independence, de- 
Spife thofe who have. And can we wonder that they refufe our invita: 
tions to treat of peace, and that the Miami warrior fhould “ drop the. belt 
off his fhoulder,” as Mr. Knox tells us, when fuch a propofal was made ? 
fince they know, that in figning.a treaty with us they muft acknowledge 
our fovercignty and relinguith their own independence by acccpting of 
our protettion? ‘Though we may affect to call thofe charafters: “ turbu- 
ient and malignant,” who have cxcited complaints againft thefe treaties ; 
yet they may poffibly be revered among them, as the Sons of Liberty were 
once among us, though at the fame time they were loaded with as harfh 
and opprobrious epithets, by the friends of Britifh ufurpation. 

A gentleman of a refpeftable charater, who is intimately acquainted 
with the Indians of the fix nations, told me, not long fincee, that the weft- 
ern tribes reafon on the fubjc& in the fame manner that Pym and Hamb- 
den reafoned again the fhip money in the time of Charles, arid that we 
reafoned againit the claims of Britain. todraw our moncy away by taxcs. 
** What (fay.they) do you think that the King of England by making a line 
in the atr with his finger can give away our land to whom he pleafes ? 
No, our forefathers came ovtot this earth* many hundred years before the 
king of Fngiand’s fubjects ever fet foot upon it, If you want land me 

wi 

* The, notion.which the Indians have imbibed refpctling the origin of the hu- 
man race, is, that they grew out of the foil like trees, and that in a courfe of 
time, they were loayened fram tie earth, and acquired @ power of motion on sts 
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will give ftyou. We always gave itwhen you afked it, and there is 
“enough for us and for you ; but you have already more than you ean'cul - 
sivate. It isnot the value of the land that we contend for, but the prin- 
’ ciple on which you claim it; if we admit that, we give up Our right to the 
wvhdle.” Ought we not to ref{pe& the Indians for holding feritiments fo 
fimilar to our awh ? : 

J will conclude this detter with an extraét from a work of Governor 
Powsaz, entitled “the Adminiilration of the Colonics.” It is the fenti- 
‘ment of an honelt man, wel! acquainted with the much injured favages of 
America, and may with as great propriety be addrefied to us as it was to 
the Britifh government at the time when it was written, 

“To do quftice to our faith and honor, by treating the Indians atcord- 
ing to the real /piri df our alliances with them; to do juftice to thein 
in their lands; to give up that idle, ufelefs claim of dominion over them, 
are points abfolutely neceflary te be adopted into our politics ; unlefs we 
have f{crioufiy taken'the refolution to force out way by war. Until thefe 
ae ate adopted, we fhall never have peace. And it deferves mature 

eliberation how we cngaze to fettle America by war. 

“While thefe poor tri€es of hunters remain, it will be onr own fault if 
they do not remain in harmony with us. They-are continually wearing 
away, atid as they diminifh or retire, they cede their lands to us in peace ; 
which we thus in time, as faft as we can really want them, may poffefs in 
right and juftice, untainted with the impeachment of having gained them 
by murder,” Adicu, POLYBIUS. 

_— Ls MSR AE: DESIG mer = _— 
CHAPTER OF MORALS. 
Queftion.—dn what cafes are promifes not binding. 
(Continued .) 
Arf. i, agpetiret are not binding when they contradi& a formet 
promife. For, fuppoling the performance of the former tob¢ 
lawful and pratticabie, the performance of the latter becomes unlawful. 

Anj. 4. Promifes are not binding before acceptance ; that is, before 
notice given to the promifec. For where the premife is bencficial, if 
notice be given, acceptanre may be prefumed.* Until the promife be 
communicated to the promilee, it is the fame only as a refolution in the 
snind of the promiftr,. which. may bealtered.at.pleafure. — For no expccta- 
tion has been excited, therefore none can be difappointed. 4 Xam 

But fuppofe I declare my intention to a third perfon, who, withen! any 
authority from me, conveys my declaration to the perion whofe benefit -is 
defigned ; is that fuch a notice 2s will be binding on me? Jt is not ; for 
1 have not done that which con{litutes the cfine of a promife—I have 


not voluntarily excited expcélation. 

(Lo be continued.) PALEY* 
eee ay cre . Z , 
HOSPITALITY. 

MONG the Arabs or Saracens though it was lawful to put to death 

a prifoner taken in battle, if he had made huntelf obnoxious by his 

former wickednefs, yet this could not be done after he had ence ¢aten or 

drank with them, From the Saracens this cuftom obtained among the 

Moors of Africa, and was by them brought into Spain, and facredly ob- 
ferved, ! 

Whilt the Moors governed there, a Spanifh Cavalier, in a fudden 


quarrel killed a young Moerith gentleman. and fled, [lis purfuers foon 
de 


























Rel aap 





3s 


— 














domes A 
at 


eS 


ee 





























68 





loft fight of him; for he had, unperceived, thrown himfelf over a gardere 
wall. The owner, a Moor, happening to be in his garden, was addrefled 
by the Spaniafd on his knees, who told him his ale and implored con. 
cealment, “ En? this peach (faid the Moor) and you may confide in my 
proteétion,” ' He then locked him up in his garden, and went into the 
houfe, where he was {careely feated, when a great crowd. with loud Ta- 
mentations, camic tohis gate, bringing the corpfe of &zs fox who had ‘juft 
been killed by a Spaniard. When the fhock of furprife was-a Tittle over, 
he learned, from the defcription given, that the fatal deed was done by 
the perfon then in his power. He mentioned this circumf{tance teno one; 
but at night retired to bis garden, as if to grieve aloné, giving orders that 
none fhould follow him, There, accofting the Spaniand, he faid, “* O 
Chriltian, the perfon you have Killed is my fon ; his body is now in. my 
houfe; you ought to fuffer, but you Aave caten with me, and have given 
youmy faith: Follow me.’ He then led the aftonifhed Spaniard to his 
Hable, gave him one of his flectef€ horfes, and faid, ** Fly far, whilft night 
can cover you, you will be fafe’'in the morning. You are indeed guilty 
of my fgn’s blood, but. I thank God that I am winocent of yours, and that 
my faith giveivis not violated,” 

The Spaniards caught,from the Moors this punto of honor, and fill re- 
tainit, During the war between England.and Spain, in +746, the fhip 
Elizabeth, of London, Capt. William Edwards, coming from Jamaica, 
through the gulf, met with a violent ftorm, and {prung ‘a leak, which e- 
Hliged him to run the fhip into the Mavanna. The Captain went on 
thore waited omthe-governor tod hin hie misfortune: “and that he fur- 
vendered his fhip as a prize, and,his; men, as prifonérs, requefting good 
quarter. ‘*No, Siw (replied the governor) Hadi we taken yeu at fea, or 
in approaching near our coaft with hoftile intentions, your fhip would 
hiaye b@en-a prize and your men prifoners.. But wiren, diftrefied bya 
tampelt, you come into our poyt for fafety, we are bound by the laws of 
humanity to afford'vou relicf. You may unload your flvip. and traffic,es 
far as fhall be needful to pay the charges; you may then depart, and I 
will give you a pafs to be izw force till you are beygnd Bermuda. If, af 
ter that, you are talsen, you will bea priac.”” The thip accordingly re 
fitted, deparied, and arrived fafely in London, 


wont ee ES _ 
The life, confefhon, anil lift dying words of Capt. Wittiam Cuxnricuam, 
formerly British Provoft Marshal in the city of New-York; who was executed 
ait London, the roth of duguft, r70%. 


1 WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM was born'in Dublin barracks, in the 
year 1738. My father was trumpeter to the Bhuc Dragoons, and at the 
age Of 8 years I was placed with an officer as-his fervant, which ftation I 
continued until I was 16, and besng a great proficient in horfemanfhip, 
was taken as an affiftant to the riding-mafter of the troop, and in the year 
1761 was made fargeant of dragoons, but the peace coming the year fol- 
leaving, I was difbeniledy Being bred to no’ prefefion, I td0k up whh 
aweman whe kept agin fleop im a blind alley, near the Coab\Quay ;but 
the houte being fearched fer floten goods, and my doxy, taken to New- 
gate, b shought, i: mof prudent te deezvinp ; aceordingly fet off for the 
North, and arrived at Drogheda, were, ima few months after, L married 
the daughter of an Excifeman, by whom I had three fons. 

About the year 1772) we removedto Newryy were, P commenced the 
profe tien of a fcowhanker, which is thatiof enticing the mechanics and 
comitry people to fhip themfelves for America, on promifes of great ad- 
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vantage, and then, artfully getting an. indenture upon them ; in. confe- 
quence of which, 9n thier arrival in America, they are fold or obliged 
to ferve.a term th als for their paflage. , I embarked, at Newry in the 
fhip Neccham for New-York, and arrived at that port the fourth of Au- 

we | fome indented fervants I kidnappedin Ireland, but were 
Fiber ted in New-York, en account of the bad ufage they received from 
me during the pailage. In that city I ufed the profeffion of breaking 
horfes, and teaching ladies and gentlemen to ride; but rendering mytfelf 
obnoxious <i citizens in their infant ftruggles for freedom, 1 was o- 
bliged to fly on board the Afia man of war, and from thence to Botton, 
where my own. oppofition to the meafures purfued by the Americans in 
{upport their rights, was the firft thing that recommended me to the 
notice o! General G e, and when the war commenced, I was appointed 
Prowoft Marfhal to the Royal Army, which placed me in a fituation to 
wreak my vengeance on the Americans, I fhudder to think of the mur- 
ders I have been ‘acceffary to, both with and without orders from govern- 
ment, efpecially while in New-York, during which time there were 
more than two thoufand prifoners ftarved in the different churches by 
topping their rations, which I fold. 

There were alfo two hundred and feventy-five American prifoners and 
obnoxious perfons executed, out of all which number there were only a- 
bout one dozen public executions, which chiefly confifted of Britifh and 
Heffian deferters. The mode for private executions was thus conduéted : 


_ A guard was difpatched from the Provoft, about half after 12 at night, to 
’ Barrack ftreet, and the neighbourhvod of the upper barracks, to order 
’ the people to fhut their window-fhutters and put out their lights, forbid- 
‘ing them, at the fame time to prefume to look out of their windows 
and doors, on pain of death; after which, the unfortunate prifoners were 
condutted, gaged, juft behind the upper barracks, and hung without ccr- 


emony, and there buried by the black pioneer of the Provoft. | 

At the end of the war I returned to England with the army, and fettled 
in Wales, as being a cheaper place of living than in any of the populous 
cities, but being at length perfuaded te goto London, I entered fo warm- 
ly into the diflipations of that capital, that I foon found my circum {tances 
much embarrailed, “To relieve which, I] mortgaged niy half pay to an 
army agent, but that being foon expended, I forged a draft for three hun- 
dred pounds fterling, on the Board of Ordnance, but being detetted in 
prefenting it for acceptance, I was apprehended, tried and conviéted, and 
for that offence am here to fuffer an ignominious death. 

I beg the prayers of all good chriftians, and alfo pardon and forgive- 
nefs of God for the many horrid murders Ihave been acceffary to. ° 

WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM, 
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Congrefs of the United States. 


HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sketch of Thurfday’s Debates. Fan. 26. 
N committee of the whole, on the bill providing for the defence of the 
Frontier ;—-Mr. Muhlenberg inthe chair.— 

Queftion under confideration. 

A motion to ftrike out the fecond feétion of the bill, which contem- 
plates the raifing of three additional Regiments of infantry, anda {quad 
ron of light dragoons, amounting in all to three thoufand and forty men 
exclufive of commiffioned officers. tide 
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fn favour of the motion, and againft the propofed augitientation of the” 





military eftablifhment, it was urged, That the Indian War Ye 
which the United States are at prefent involved, was, in’ its origin, av? 
unjully undertaken, as it has fince beth unwifely and” unfuccefsfully' 
conduéted ;—that depredations had been committe 26 ¢ whites as’ welt’) 
as by the Indians ; and the whites were moft probably fhe ég¢reffors! as+ 
they frequently made encroachments‘on the Indian - aris, wliereas the’ 
Indians fhewed no, inclination to obtain’ poffeffion of’ our territory) dy! 
even to.make temporary invafions, until urged to it by a fer{¢ Of their 
wrongs : A proof of this unencroaching difpofition om their part ‘plainly’ 
appeared in their conduét, after the vittory they lately obtained oVer our ’ 
troops ; for, when, flufhed with fuccefs, they might have fwept the coafi ‘ 
try before them, arid penetrated as far as Pittfburgh, they ‘contented’them-" 
telves with the advantage they had‘gained over their invaders, and did + 
not attempt to invade our ferritdries in‘ return, althotigh: there ‘was no” 
where at hand a fufficiént force to check their ¢areers--* (9° 9°" 190) 
The mode of treating the Indians in general, was reptobatéd as unwife™ 
and impolitic ; fhe Tndians are with difficulty to be reduced BY the fword,« 
but may eafily be gained by juftice and moderation : And® although théir: 
cruelties arc alleged as reafons for a different condu&, and the fufferings 
of the white people pathetically deplored, thefe narratives, (it was faid) , 
are at beft but ex-parte évidencé ;—we hear nothing of the fufferings of 
the Indians :—But if Cornplantef’s fpeteh were’ tead, it would fet the! 
inatter in a very different point of view, and furnifh a complete anfwer - 
to all the charges of their accufers. f, 
Peace (it was faid) may be obtained from the Indian tribes, at a muclr 
lefS expenfe, that would be neceffary for the fupport of the war :—to” 
perfevere in hoftilities, would be wafting the public money t6’a very bad 
purpefe indeed :—For fuppofing our arms crowned with vi€tory, what 
are the advantages we may expeét to reap from our futcefs ? We can only 
gain poffeffion of their lands, a poffeffion, that maft long’ cotitinue unpre- 
duttive of the fmalleft benefit, as we already poffefs lard fufficient, more, - 
in fa&, than we will be able to cultivate fora whole century to come. 
-Inftead of being ambitious to extend our boundaries, it would anfwer 
a much better national purpofe rather to check the’ roving difpofttion of 
the frontier fettlers, arid prevent them from too fuddenly extending thrm-' 
felves to the weftern waters. If kept clofer together, and more nearly 
conne&ted with the old fettlements, théy would be more ufeful to the: 








~~ 


‘ community at large, and would not fo frequently involve us in unneceflary’ 


and expenfive wars with the Indians ; but if permitted to rove’at pleafure, 
they will keep the nation embroiled in’ perpetual: warfare, uslong as the’ 
Indians have a fingle acre of ground to reft upon. 

If the citizens of the United Statesrwere..recalled. within their proper 
boundaries, there they might for years to. come, cultivate the {yil in peace, 
neither invaded, nor invading. As the. country progrtffés fa. population, 
and our limits are found too narrow, it will then be foomenough to con- 
template a gradual extenfion of our frontier ; but-in the mean time, it is 
an idle profution of blood and treafure,. to carry war beyond our prefent 
line of forts ; it is only expoling our arms.to dilgracey betraying our own: 
weaknefs, and leflening the public confidence in the general government, 
ta fend forth armies-tw be butchered in. the forefl, while we fuffer the 
Britifh to keep poffsffion of poits within our territory. “— 

It was further obferved by fome gentlemen, who eyen admitted the 
propricty of invading the Indian territory, that to cfleét this with fuccefs, - 

, it 




















ai 
it-was by no meansmmeceflary to make fuch an increafe in military. eftab- 
lifhment,.as that contemplated in the bill, a aa 

.. Fhe informatioa, contained in the report on the.table, was not, it was 
faid, to be implicitly relied on : That report was made by a man, who had 
not perfonally,,vifited the frontier ; others, who, had.been on the f{pot, 
were.of.opinion, that if 2000 levies had been raifed laft year, they would 
haye been fufficicnt not only for the defence of the frontier, but even for 
any offenfive operations, that might have been thought neceffary ; 
{uch troeps, colleéted in the Vicinity, are more competent to the 
undertaking, than the troops now in contemplation; No complaint 
had been made of their conduét ; whenever they were tried, they behav- 
ed as well as the regu.ars, and in the a€tion under General. St. Clair, they 
gave equal proofs of their valor. | 

--It was farther urged, that the frontier militia are not only equal, but 
infinitely fuperior to.any regular treops whatever, for the defence of the 
border, and that they are in f2é&, the only force that can be effeétually 
employed in expeditions agarft the hoftile Indians, whofe mode of fight- 
ing is. familiar to them, anddoes not {trike them with that degree of terror, 
with which it infpires thofe men who enlift on the regular cftablifhment : 
Thefe.latter being collefted in the heart of populous cities, were the face 
of--an Indian is feldom feen, hardly know whether the Indian 

-his horfe are. not the fame animal: And when they approach 
‘the enemy, at.the very firft fhout, even before he is in view, they 
ave terrified at the idea of favage barbartiy, which they have ever been 
taught to refleét on with horror ; and being incapable of refiftance, they 
commit their fafety to fight. To prove the fuperiority of the militia, gen- 
tlemen need only contraft the difpatch and fucccfs of the expedition con- 
ducted by General Scott, with the delays, difgrace and mortification which 
attended that under General St, Clair, and confider the difference of the 
expenfe on thofe tiyo occalions, 

‘The expenfe of fuch an army as the bi} contemplates, is an obje& well 
worthy of {crious confideration, efpecially at the prefent moment, when 
there is {carcely a dollar in the trealury.,, Gentlemen would alfo do well! 
to advert to the progrefs of this bufinefs, and confider where they were 
likely to ftop, if they went on at the prefent rate -—-—~at firfl, only a fin- 
gle regiment had been raifed, and the expenfe was about 100,000 dollars ; 
afecond was afterwards added, which {welled the expenfe to about 305, 
9090,; and now.a-ftanding force of g168 men is contemplated, af an anni 
al expenfe, of above a million anda quarter, Can this be juilified in the 

refent flate of our finances, when itis wellknown that the fecretary of 
the treafury, having been requelted by the members from a partivular {tate 
to-build a light haufe on a past af their coaft, declined the undertaking, 
and alleged the want of funds, as the reafon! 

Apprehentions (it was {aid) are entertained, that the obje& contemplated 
in raifing thofe additional trogps, is not fo much to punith and coerce thi 
Indians, as to have.a ftanding regular force equal tg what the Britifh have 
onthiscontinent. This is faid to amount to about fix thoufand men, in- 
cluding thofe in Canada ; But it is to be remarked, that the Britifh nation 
has not above one thoufand men within the limits of the United States ; 
and yct with this handful of troops. they not only keep the Indians i:, 
awe, but even, ingppofition te the wifhes of the United States, retain pe! 
feflion of thofe polts which fhould have been ceded to us purfuant to the 
terms of the treaty. ' 

-- Againft. thermotion for ftriking out, and in favor of the propofed aug- 
mentation of the military eftablifhment, it was urged, That 
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“That, as to the juftice of the war carried on againft the Indian tribes, 
that was a queftion which could not admit of a doubt in the'mind of any 
mati, who ‘wotild allow’ that {elf prefervation and indifpenfible nece fity 
are fufficient ¢aufes to juftify a nation in taking up arms If the prefent 
war be not in every*tefpedt juftifiable, then there never was, nor never 
willbe a jut war, *' It was Originally undertaken, and fince carried on, . 
not for the fakeoPtonquelt, but to defend our fellow citizens, our friends, 
our deareft connexidns, who are daily expofed, in the frontier fettlements, 
to dll'the rage of favage barbarity, to which ey with their wives and 
children, muft foon fall viétims, ufilefs we fpeedily fly to their afiftanice ’; 
and although there are'fome people, who utterly deny the juftice of any 
«ar whatever, this do&rine, however fine in theory, will hardly ever ob- 
tain in practice : For, is it to be imagined, that any fet of men are of fuch 
paffive difpofition, as calmly to look on, whilft their friends and relations 
are butchered before their eyes, and to refufe giving them every affiftance 
in their power ? sd tegen Nt § a alll ! 

The white people, it is true, have fometimes committed depredations 
on the Indians ;' but: the inftances have been rare [the honorable gentle. 
man who fpoke, did not recolle& above one or two] of their making un- 
juft attacks upon the favages, nor did they on thofe occafions commence 
hoftifities againft them, till exafperated by the ftrongeft provocations, 
that could poflibly ftimulate the human heart’: This circumftance may 
be juftly allowed as fome palliation of the offence : Even in thefe in- 
flances, however, a few individuals only were concerned ; and when the 
affair carne to'the knowlege of the ftate, ample reparation was made to 
the injured party : The general goverriment too had fhetwn an equal dif- 
pofition to do juftice to the Indian- tribes ; witnefs the affair of the 
Cherokees : For as foon as’ Congrefs had heard their complaints of an en- 
croachment made on them by fome of the people from the frontier of 
South Carolina, immediate orders were ifflued for obliging the intruders 
to evacuate the Indian territory. °°’ HOUT NPS Sy 

But notwithftanding the difpofition that prevails’as well in the legif- 
latures of thofe States whofe frontiérs are moft expofed,'as in the general 
government, to cultivate peace and amity with the neighbouring Indians, 
that cefirable objeé&t is become utterly unattainable in the prefent pofture 
of affairs. CEOS VIR DT SE OME EOE Teil bi I 

It is now too late to inquire, whether the war was originally underta- 
ken on the principles of juftice or not} we are aétually involved in it, 
and cannot recede, without expofing’numbers of innocent perfons to be 
butchered by the enemy: ‘For, though we fhould determine to difcon- 
tinue the war, can it’ be faid that the Tivelins will alfo agree to a ceMfation 
of hoftilities )—It is well known that they are averfe to peace ; and even 
the warmeft advocates of pacific meafures muft therefore allow that the 
War is a war of neceffity, a.d muft be fupported ; we cannot without im- 
peachment both of our juftice and our humanity, abandon our fellow cit- 
izens on the frontier to the rage of their favage enemies; And ‘although 
the excife may'be fomewhat unpopular, although money may ftill be 
wanted what is thé excife ? what 1s money, when put in competition 
with the lives of onr friends and brethren ? Mi, BGs 

If we with to bring the war to a fpeedy and a happy conclufion, and to 
fecure a permanent peace'to the inhabitants on the frontiers, we muft 
employ fuch troops, and adopt fuch meafures, as appear beft calculated 
to enfure fuccefs :—if we delay our determination, until the force of the 
enemy be afcertained, we tan make no provifion at all; For the nature 
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and circumftances of the cafe pretludé us from the very poffibility of ob- 


taining a knowledge of their ftrength and numbers: But are we, mean- 
while, t6 remain inactive and irrefolute, and make no effort to repel, 
their intended attacks? No! Whatever their numbers may be, prudence 
calls aloud for provifion of fome kind; and if experience is to have 
any weight with us, the example of the French and of the Britifh 
oints out the true mode of fecuring our frontier, and rendering it invul- 
nerable to ar. Indian foe ; let us occupy pofts in the vicinity of the enc- 
; let them be properly garrifoned, and well provided; and the bufi- 
nefs is done. 

A different mode has been long purfud in Virginia, and adopted by the 
inhabitants of Kentucky; but its fuccefs has net been fuch as to offer 
any inducement to the general government to follow the fame plan ; 
rangers have there been employed for a number of years, to fcour the 
frontiers ; and thofe rangers too; were expert woodfmen, perfeétly inu- 
yed to the Indian mode of warfare: Yet notwithftanding their utmoft 
vigilance, the favages ftill found means to commit all the murders and 
depredations itteadly enumerated ; it is true, however, that a irontier 
militia man, trained up in the woods, may be, in many refpeéts prefera- 
ble to a regular foldier, who has not the fame knowledge of the country, 
and of the mode of fighting—but, with equal experience (and proper 
men, poffeffed of that experience, may be enlifted on the eftablifhment) 
regular treops, will be found infinitely fuperior tofany militia upon earth 
—and, if to avoid the expenfe, we refufe the only aid that can prove of 
any real fervice, we render ourfelves refponfible for the confequences of 
this parfimonious policy, which may be attended with the ruin and de- 
ftru€tion of our fellow citizens in the weftern country. 

The Cornplanter’s {peech was again mentioned, and called for; but, 
as it had been confidentially communicated by the Prefident, an objeétion 
was made to having it read, without clearing the galleries ;—whereupon, 

An honorable member rofe, and mentioned his having read it in one of 
the public newfpapers of the ftate of New Jerfey. 

To this it was anfwered, that if any gentleman had the newfpaper to 
produce, the fpech might be publicly read from that ;—otherwife, al- 
though it mig t be very proper that the nee itfelf were publicly read, 
yets as it had been confidentially received from the exequtive, there would 

ea manifeft trefpafs on propriety and decorum, in having it read with 
open  cpeciae ;—it was therefore wifhed that the galleries might be 
cleared, 

The parliamentary etiquette requiring that this fhould be done by the 
houfe, and not by a committee, the committee rofe for the purpofe ; and, 

Mr Speaker having refumed the chair, the motion, for clearing the gal- 
leries, was renewed. 

An objeétion was here ftated, by an honourable gentleman in favour of 
the augmentation, who faid, that as fome gentlemen had fpoken on the 
popular fide of the queftion, whilft the galleries had been open, it was un- 
fair to preclude thofe of oppolite fentiments from an opportunity of an- 
{wering their arguments in the fame public manner, and proving to the 
. people the juftice and neceffity of the war. ; 

The motion however, was perfifted in, and the galleries were cleared. 
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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE.: 
. * PHILADELPHIA, February 4." 
 On' Monday next the Supreme Court of the United: States will . meet 
at the new Court-Houfe in this city, when it is expeéted the important 
queftion will be agitated and fettled—-Whether a itate‘cah be compelled 
to appear and anfwer toa Procefs ifluing'from that Court? © ©, 


* 


_ General Sr. Cratiae’s letter relative to Gen, Burves and Col. Ornnam, 
tial Six, Pjaladelphia, Fanugry 29, 1792. 

TO the letter of the oth of November, which I had the honor to ad-’ 
drefs to: you from Fort Wathington, a poftf{eript was added, relating.to 
information communicated by Capt. Slough.to General Butler, and not 
imparied by him to ime, and that did not come to my knowledge till after 
the army got back ta that fort. As the nature of the information was 
wot mentioned, the poft{cript muff have appeared myfterious, and it is’ 
proper that I fhould explain it. te 

. Capt, Slough, fir, was intended to have. been the bearerof the letter, 
and, fo it was endorfed upon the cover, and, therefore I thought it necd- 
leis to.infert the particulars; and had he prefented it, you no doubt 
would have inquired into it fully, and all ambigujty would have ceafed: 
but at the moment he fhould have fet off, fome account of the fituation,of 
Colonel Gibfon (who is his uncle) induced him to delay hisjourney, and 
the pacl.ct was put into the hands of another perfon, then going to Lexe 

: ton. — : 

Bia 8 will be pleafed, fir, to recolle& it was ftated in the Jetter, that in 
the night preceeding the 4th of November, the militia were in advance 

of the reft of the army—For greater fecurity, and to intercept any {mall 
perties of Indians that might be approaching, with predatory views, it 

wasthought fitting that a party of regular troops fheuld be advanced, 
from a quartcr to half a mile in front of the militia, The party was tak- 
ex from the right wing which formed the front line, then under the im- 
mediate command of Cena Butler, and Capt, Slough was the. officer 

grderec out by him fon thofe purpofes. In the night, it feems, he difcov- 

ered the Indians approaching in Bich numbers, that he thought it necefla- 
ry ta draw in his party, and immediately made report of what he had dif- 

covered to Gen, Butler, from whom he had received his orders. He 

propoicd tq the Gencral to make the fame report to me ; but the General 

2cplied to him, thai as he muft be fatigued, he had better lay down to fleep, 

aud he himfelf would give the information. 

This is, as nearly as I can reepllcét, the acount Captain Slough gave 
mc at Fort Wabhington. . 

The prders given to Col. Oldham, mentigned alfo in the poftfcript .as 
not exceuted, were, That he fhould fend out, from his command, an hour 
at leaft before day, and as much ¢arlier as poflible, four or five parties of 
zo men, with an officer to each, jn different dire@ions, for the purpofe of 
making difcoverics. I was very anxious on this point, and not without 
fume doubt that it might not be punétually attended to; the Adjutant- 
Gencral was therefore, about the dawn of day, but rather before it, {ent 
to Col. Oldham, that I -might be certain of that precaution having been 
taken. - Co]. Oldham was met by him at fome diftance from his encamp- 
ment, and informed him the parties were net then gone out, but would 
be difpatched the moment he returned.—Unhappily he never returned. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your moit obedient fervant, A. St. CLAIR. 

The Honorable Major-General Knox, Secretary of War 
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* CUSTOM-HOUSE, NEWBURY-PORT, February ito 1g)» 
rare OTR NFR? ES) x01 








Brig Sally, - ” ‘Choat,’ 21 eh bm, 1 Plane 
—_—- Olive branch, Tappan, 19aI0 os Fn tide, 
——-Sally, . Goodrich; Ns ite" pedoz 
Slodp Three Friends, Goodhue; 1 here Porbaw Priuce. 
isa  CLBARANCES, © iS vasy a 
Brig Betfey, : Pilfbury, » - -2t oo Weftindies 
—— Maria, . Stocker, Teo. o't DA63 OF HOI oDSpain 
~— Dolphin, Knap, » nena ‘Weft indies 
<— Stork, ~ Wheelright} © 9 57 ooo or) re! alos 
Patty; a Fowler, ~~’ #9! S460 00 tolaw » Dublin 
Sloop Edmund, | rw, .- _ Welt Indies 





SH I P'’N-E*W's: 109 ad? shay 

Capt. Choat left at Point P2tre, the 16th December, Brig Bee, Gray, of 
Bofton, and ‘Capt. Barker, of Marblehead or Salém.— Jan: 2d, fpoke Bris 
Mary-Ann, Alexander M’ Right Mafter, from New Providence, bound to Lon. 
don, out ten days, Longs 72, Lat, 32, adl well. : 

Capt. Goodrith left at Point Petre; the 29d December, two Schooners from 
the Cape of Good Hope; belonging to Nantucket, and Capt, Gurky of Cape 
Ann, ——: January 23, faw a wreth of a@ Schooner about 10 leagues from 
Cape Cod, both mafts gone, bowfprit flanding, black fides, and green fern ; Jup- 
paofed to be 76 or 80 tons burthen, the wind blowing frefhy and mB COmang O72, 
could not make any further difcoveries. Tappan fpoke the brig George, from 
Madeira, 99 days out, bound for New York, Gregory de Silba Lima Mafer, 
an lat. 34 20,longs 72. Capt: Tappan left Point Petre the 1fl. January, left 
there brig Sally of Philadelphia; foon to fail for that place. ! 











BOSTO N, Pridiy, FEBRUARY 17- 
LEGISLATURE. | 


Houss of Resresentarivis, Thurfday, Fed. 93 

The amendnients of the Senate to the bill, inquiring into the rateable 
éftates within this Commonwealth, wete taken. into confideration ; and 
that ¢o frike out the words fwenty-dne pears, and te -infert ** f.teen” for 
the tax on polls, was non concurred. : ad 

A Report of the committee to inguite inté the pratticability of cutting 
a navigable canal between Barnftable and Buzzard’s bays, was received 
from the Senate, and laid on the tdble. 

Friday, Feb. 10. The attention of the Houfe was prihcipally taken tp 
in debating on the report of a committee om the fubject of building a 
bridge over Mettimhack river ; and the report of another committce, on 
the fubje& of a feparation of the diftrict of Maine, frem this State. 

Saturday, Feb. 11. The committce on the petition of fevcral perfons, 
praying for leave to build a bridge over Conneéticut river, at Montaguc, 
teportéd verbally that the petitioners have leave to bring in a bill for the 
purpofe prayed for, os 

Monday, Feb. 131. The Houfe procceded to the further confideration 
ofthe queftion whether a notification fhould iffucto the diftri@t of Maitic, 
for afcertaining the fenfe of the inhabitants relative to a fepatation, ahd 
after debate, it was determined in the afiirmative. ; 

Tnefda; ' 
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Tuefday, Feb. 24. The committee raifed to take into confideration the 
propriety of iffuing a tax the prefent feflion, reported verbally that it was 
not éxpedient. The report was adyacated by Mefirs. Breck: Jarvis 
Euftis, Stearns, and others, and oppofed by Mefirs. Bacon, Gardiner, Co- 
ny and Parfons ; but this latter gentleman altered his opinion upon hear- 
ing the reafons urged in favor of it. The Houfe accepted the report by 
a very large majority. | | , 

Wednefday, Feb. 15. Meffrs. Pierce, Tudor and Bond were. appointed 
a committee to take into confideration the expediency of giving a bounty 
to that petfon who will make a mode! of the beft and fimpleft conftruc- 
tion for the expediting the breaking and fwindling flax and hemp, to. go 
either by water or hand, for the benefit of the public, , 








4 | ‘ J - . f 
The bill for incorporating the Tontixe Association ftill remains ' 
under the confideration of the Senate. 





Ordaited, Feb.1. Rev. Pearfon Thurfton, at Somerfworth N.H. cole 
league with the aged Mr. James Pike. 


MARRIED |—At Lancafter, Mr. Vafhai Hemminway, of Shrewfbu. 

,to Mifs Sally Heard, daughter to Col. Heard, of Lancafter.—At 
Trincetd: Major Ephraim Ruffell, of Stow, to Mifs Eunice Merrick, of 
that place.—At Northfield, Mr. Samuel Brewer, Merchant, to Mifs Sal- 
ly Norton, of that place.—At Portland, Mr. Rowland Jones, to Mifs 
Polly Godfon.—In this town, Mr. James Treferen, to Mifs Mary Mount- 
ford. 

DIED]—In London, Mr. Gilbert Deblois Merchant, formerly of this 
town.—At Jamaica, the Earl of Effingham, Governor of that ifland.— 
At Philadelphia, Mr. Peter Markoe, a literary charafter—At Newtown, 
Bucks county, Pennfylvania, Mr Corfin, who, when alive, weiged four 
hundred and fifteen pounds.—-At Narraganfet, Rhode Ifland, Rev. Mr 
Torrey, 4. 93.—At Berwick, in the county of York, Nathan Loftd, Efq. 
—-At Barrington, in N. H. Mr. John Stiles, by a wougd from a gun-bar- 
rel, as mentioned inthe papers.—In England, Mr, Reuben Hayes, of 
North Yarmouth, in this State.—At, Little Harbour, N. H. Capt. Charles 
Henzell.—At Bradford, the Rey. William Balch, A2. 88.—In this town, 
Mr. John Skinner, ©, 72.—Mrs. Mary Edwards, 2. 62,—Capt Samuel 
Dafhwood, . 64. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE—Frsayany 16, 1792, 








Schooner Hannah, Tappan, _. Point. Petre 
CLEARANCES, 
Ship Somerfet, Cutler, Madrafe and Bengal 
Brig Sally and Polly, Rich, , Belfaft 
Betfey, Chandler, Cadiz 
Hannah, , Harding, Demerara 
Mary, Tilden, Surrinam : 
on ! 
BOSTON—+—PRICE CURRENT. | 
Coffee, 121d. Cocoa, £4 105. 
Cotton 1ts.10d, 25° Molaffes 25.6d. 25.8d, 
Sugar, 78s, gos. W.1, Rum, 55. 65, I 
pamata Fifth, 16s. N. E. Rum, 2s.6d. ‘ 


cale Fith 135. 245, Merchantable Fith 18, 








